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: TEONDESH@RREN.
4 Prelude.

In the summer of 1641, the Huron Migsion if the Immaculate-conc.
eption (Ossossane), had to lament bhe lose of ite members, (Jogeph chi-
wantanwha), foremost amonget &ll for piety and devotednesg. The good man
d&qﬁ}u tragically :jg#& wounds received from Iroquoie marauders in a sud-
deneally upon him from the surrdunding woods, while peacefully working
in hig 2httle corn-field. Two % trokes with)the war-axe and&wound with the

gpear despatched the victim into eternity...There wag considerable mour-

in the Christian camp over the mottal remains of this estimable Christ-

ian....

The pagstor of this little flock was the first to deplore thisg

lamentable death. He feared that the fervor of his mission might
have to suffer in consequence of this sudden bereavement, a decli-
ne and a slackening in the advancement of God's work amongégii'ln—
dians. The new Christians would be deprived of & great example in
piety, énd the Missionary, of & good auxiliary in thewiaborious
work for the conversion of the pagans. For these and so many other
qualities which this much-lamented Christian possessed, he wag on
this account regarded ag the pillar of the Church in thise impdrtant
Miesion field.

But h&gily contrary to all human foresight, such was not the

cage Por God immediately raised a cubstitute right in the family of
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the departed one--his very brother(Theondeshorren)by nasne. To thet

effect, this latter personage had to be foreibly converted. as this pag-
an wag at the same time

gteeping up to hie neck into moet advanced sorcery practice, nohody

posegibly

thought he could ever be rescued thereof to religion. Notwithstanding

the the discouraging condition pf the of the subject, the convercion

convergion took placey-soon after his brother'si.violent death, and on

& gudden--a recl miracle of the of the Divine Grace which could be att-

ributed after but to the meritorious 1ife of hig brother alredy in Hea-

vern aitreedy and pleading for him near God. .

The life stoxy of thg&: remarkable Huron convert, permeated of

gublime vertues and ful of very dramatic adventures contains all what car
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afford a most interesting and edifying bitk of reading matter, as the

following narrative will prove......
THE CONVERSION OF JOSEPH TEONDESHORREN.

Three days had passed since hie Brother's murder, and Theondesghorre:
wag geen walking thoughtfully along in the direction of the Missionary's
cabin. It came bdﬁ%ne'é mind why he sghould be visiting the PFather,
sueh a men as he wag theny Wae it perhaps for something referring to
hie brother's burial? No, it was to express his desire for baptiem.

He wanted by all means to become & Christian. During hie brother's 1ife,
he had always refused to listen to any suggestions towards accepting
Christianity. The main reason of this refuesal consisted in hig bekng
deeply rooted in the diabolical practices of 4dorcery, in company with
many others, This hellish profession was not naturally & recommendation
ivw the opinion of the good Father, and still less & title to engage the
Misgionary to admit him immediately to the Sacrement,; even eupposing
his sineerity}the ordinary procedure previous to Baptism had to be obsez
fed before his admission into the pale of the Church. He musgt be submit
ted to an examination by which to test the genuiness of hie aspirations

and the extent of his informations in natter of Religion e--mm-eme——-n-

e e e S O

To each question asked of him, right then, the answer coming precise

and clear was a demonetration of hies being more informed than might be
expected from a man of his craft. As for his soul’e dieposgitions, after
a certain time of probation these were found up to the Father's re-
quirements. With all these qualifications he was baptized on September,
Bth; 1641, under the name of Joseph in memory of his deceased Brother
algo called Joseph, whom he was destined to replace as a Chrietian in tﬁ
community.

The convergion of thie new Joé@éh, a while ago yet a pagan and &
cprofessed sforcerer, was an event which produces quite a sensation in
all Indian groups. Ite resounding effecte bore not so mu@h on the
maeterial sense of the ohservere; for being of a sgpiritual mature, it
gspoke a language better understood in the immaterial realm of souls.

Hitherto, that man had been & ferveny devotee
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of the demon of sorcery, poessessing preternatural gifts so excep-

tional as to bé attributed evem in those timeg, but to the most

famous practitioners in sorcery. It is hard to imagine the nature

of thesge giftse, but the facts are there which make one ghudder.

There were in those remote times among the Indians Profe¢sional  perfor-
menrg = of cabslistic ceremonies of an idolatrous character. Among this

category of ceremponjesg

one in particula® wes. . more devilish than all the others, wes cal-

led by the Hurons themselves, "awetaenhrohe"_ . . (%ire-dance &r fire-

treatment;)’ It consisted in disorderly dancing and wild howling® end

revo%t%ng movements of all.kinde which increased in animation Po8ich

degree © ntengity
ag: ta produce® in the danceérs a state of dEvil-like fury accompanied
with fiendigh contortions culminating Pnto & seort of impassisdtiveness
ag to fire... Then started the real demonish fire dance congisting in

figery thingé such as red hot coals,BBB or stone which they(the perfor-
'ﬁmers)piekegxigpm the fire-piles with thg;rﬁvegyfgguth,randggggggggﬁhurf#

Thig dance in all its infernal horror was an event of common
occurrence, being resorted to as a remedy for the more gerious casgesg -
of sickness. Twnty years of participation as a practical actor in
this witch-craft was the record of our convert previous to his
baptism. After hie convertion, his communications with the inviei-
ble world stili continued but they were changed absolutely as to
é&ggy nature and purpose, for instead of communicating with the ynder._

world,, ;, henceforth his communications were from heavenly sources.
They ocommunicétions were Sucgﬁggd;o expiate in full for those he
had so long with the power”of darkness. And the gift he received
from God was not of handling material fire without harm, but, by
the fire of Divine ILove to pass through the fire of sufjering% trials
and pergecutions,without affecting his courage-- his soul being ren-
dered adamant to any effect from temporal sores.

Ag regards the stupendoug gift of immunity in handling fire
which had been hig, our convert, one day, not long after his baptism,
made a very interesting disclosure to Father IeMercier, the missio-

nary who baptized him, giving an account of the origin of his gift.

e
A redly towerd theééé%éon for afpliance...



4
The following is what the Pather gathered from his report: AT the
age of twenty, he said, he took a fancy of joining, supposedly
for amusement, the professional bodﬁ of practitioners in that fien-
dish ceraft;.. But he-soon realized hig Bhorteomings, not having his
mouth and hends fire-froof--sn accomplishment possessed by the other
professionals in witcheraft, so what elcse was he to do but be care-
ful in avoiding all immediate contact with fire,similating:all
gestures and movements of approach, but * *avoiding :nin all imnediate

which
t.with thap‘was oo hot or on fire,

contdc
Thigs sham role which he fulfilled with all possible cunning
' lasted until the time he had & dream. One night, he said, in his
gleep he had an illusion that he was actually participating in an
"Awetaenhrohi" performance,and seeming endowed with the surprising
faculty of handling fire like the best of hig fellow-actors.
Meanwhile his dream was bringiwmg to his ears & witech song which,
. to his great surprise, he could répeat perfectlyfggfhgzggrﬁfter oo
asleep WaS-—QUVeT, .. :
In the firet fire-feast to be celebrated after this singular
d}eaubpeople gaw him ag an active, genuine performer. He started
to sing the queer song heard in his dream, and lo! an animating
ardour excited his epirite which increased gradually until he was

overtaken by a diabolical. compelling fury; then, mechanteally

bending himself over the burning ashes and red-hot coalg .of the fire-

. and eteepine his- face right-in o oty < i

he bit a red hot stone of a large =ize

and hurred off ,with other professed sorcerere " heading , '~ to the
gick person subjected to the fire-cure... rubbing the afflicted
parts of the body presisusely—ieid<bewe, with these fiery obJects, :
- while holding them between their teeth... and :Likevvisg;'w on' the
‘giﬁtthe patienfﬁiggg%giancing any personal sensation orf the fire)
ag algo nocmark of burn$ being left on the body.... After a sorcery
of the sort, if the wretched sick was nct the worst for it,

must have been through mere pity op the part of God
AT~ — : é&“?f Such blidness

and even daed, it

of goul.
Fire in helligh hands,if sometimes does no harm to the

body, it is mone. the lesy rit to burn the souls.
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After such an intimate associtaion with the under-world of gorcery
and wielding for so long an infernal power directly imparted him by
the common agency of the indian idolatrous superstition the dreem
Teodechorren then was h° not °ou1 and body bound to the demon of hisg
craft withe +he conqequent fatalltv of finishing his days in the
gervice of the same master.. It is a matter of course that it eshould
have been sw,‘%ﬁﬂ i$ morally certain that it would heve been eo had
not God intervened with the mighty power of his Grac€.scecececscesces
It took indeed & mighty stroke such as for Paul, the Apoetle,
enithe road to Damascus, to throw a high graduate sorcery ,.. &
pontiff for twenty years in black magic, a strick afldaue to a demon,
in adoration
Yegs to throw "uchuperuonage on hie kneeg"tefore the God of heaven,
with the chaine that bound him to the devil , disrupted, and in an
instant have him metamorphosed into a caintand lay-Apcotle. 7L

Coll Corrt#¥ivom g fon st ite fittfiont A hivydec

—  mpmzvy onw (ne Church. There was a deep rooted superstitious belief

amongst our Indiene of old purporting that Baptism wag of itself a
general cause of woes...mainly of sickness, bad lucks of’any gortl..

ag also lack of success in the hunt or at fishing, and evén death, et@.
Therefore any evil- of the kind begetting the path of any new convert
WS construde&in the wicked mouthe of the heinous pagans especially

the medicin-men, iute as many demonstrations that the God of the

Christian was no good, since He defended not hig belidggrs against the

;»,v-ﬁ

demons of paganism avenging themselves in thig mannéf on those amongst
them as have change their alle@ence... One cen eagily imaging which
stumbling-blocks were calamities for our Christian$ since the least
mischance suffered by them was liable to be looked upon as a result

of their new faith.
Jogeph Teondéchorren had the privilege of being abundantly spplied
with pccasions of having hig veértue thue iésted; for his whole chrisgtiean
life was a Sefies ofYworst misfortunes to which Heaven seemed to subject

himdeliberately to show.to all the extent and temper of his vertue in most
adverse circomgtandes pf life.

Hig life-long ¢riale g**er his Baptiem begab by a malignant sick-

nezsthat nveyed upon his deughter, & clever tender child of e




7.

about ten, and carried her away in no time, almost without any warning,
At once thegggganSIaid the blame on him because of hie conversion to
the Christian Faith...recalling at the game time to his memory the
death of his mother-in-law from the smme cause, who had died the day
after her baptism in epite of her apparent good health the day before;
and thus, according to pagan reckoning all the family, for the smme
cause, was fatally doomed to extinetion.

On hearing of the hard blow dealt to our hero by hie dear daughtef;
demice, the ?ather hagtened to his lodge to bring him consolation and
comfort in this cruel berievement of his, The Father found his neophyte
with his breast iron-clad againet a8l1 insinuations and E@ecious argumeng
hig formerp associateé could fabricate in their attempt.cessnsesce tO

to.. corrupt hie faith. ﬁgt 811 in vain, since'ﬂirwas finding in his Eb&h
only the real motive of solace over the death of his daughter, whom he
could already see in the full enjoyment of the Lord in Heaven; for as

; A
he said: "How could I be sadd) at her happiness%..? 3

SRR e T
Nol{ quite the opposite is my thought. She belonged more to God tham to

me, by baptism I gave her to God. He has disposed of her as of His own
pogsesgion, she ie all His. I have no liking for the goodes of thie
world here below, all my delight is placed on'things belonging to eter-
nal life, my ambition ie to be reckoned with the children of God."

One day, the infidels before whom he wae discoureing on the myste-
riese of the faith, which he did with such zesl and convietion that his
heareréfgg;uck by the contrast it formed with what he wag before,
wondering at such a change, asked him, "What kind of eorcery has the
Black~Robe practised on you?" “A Diving Sorcery," he replied,"which
drew out of my soul all the wickedness that wae in it. Do the same,
believe me, and you sghall experience it better than I cam tell you."

In a spiritual converesation with the Father in which he revealed
hieg soul, "It seems™ he said, "as though we were one, God and I--
whether He follows me or not, however I found Him everywhere: it would

be impossible for me to separate myself from Him. I can see
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quite well that He pakes me feelthig presence in my heart. I em far A
=260 being googsyet. In gpite of my gtupidity I experience a continual
chenge in my goul. Almost every day I become disgusted at what I was
the day before, geeing myself changed for the hetter.”

One-day he wag converging with an 0ld man who was one of the
wealthiest in hie tribe, and who was very attached to the service of
the devil. ™My dear uncle™ he gaigd tonhim, "You think you are very
rich, you are but a beggar more miserable than I who am poor: As for
me I am contented in my poverty, your mind ie never at rest. Suppose
people address injurious words to you or gpeak ill against you, that
disturbe you go much that all your friends cannot bring peace to you.,
Not so for me, my heart is prepared for all evile whicech could possgible
happen to me,--I would rejoice at seeing myself despised and even in
thie conditdon I would be happeir than you. I think of bit heaven alone,
and what I see on earth whether good or evil, is like smoke to me which
appears and vanishee away in a moment. I have not always been with such
thoughtes in my mind, perhaps I have béen in the paet more of & gtranger

to these thoughte than ydu have ever been to them. If you ever have

recourse to God, He ie ready to do you the same grace,".
HIS TRIP TO QUEBEC AND HIS CAPTURE.

It entered into the deg gn of God's Providencﬁlthat guch virtue
suppreme danger, even wit

o égnf§0nté&'somefé@@ijhﬁﬁf°" Suvi-gare the spectre of a prospective
death at the stake in the horror of s night illumined by the very fire-
brande which might poseib{; gerve for his torture,,,,with these attainméi%
he wae deemed worthy to accompany the future martyr Miegionary, Father

Jogueg, and jJoin in with Rii—errd hig party for the dangerous voyag e

to Quebec-- : ;

e e SR R N e e R E
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Accordinglyigur)Theondeshorrhen started with a group of christian

Hurons, picked amongst the moet reliable members of the Misgion to escort

i )

- - -

the eaintly Jesuit i, 4 trip that proved so digastrous for all...




The little flofllla set out from fért Ste. Marie, (w éf; now
stande the Shrine dedicated to the Holy Canadian M&rtyrs)? vn June
13th 1642. They formed a travelling party of about forty men under
the leadership of the famous captain‘and good Chrigtian, Eustache
Ahsteistare.

Which were the real spiritual dispositions of oar good Joseph on the

eve of fﬁzggherilﬁﬁg Journey., so beget with hardshipe and real dang
- gerg, especially on the part of the warring Iroquois always 1;gk19g
in ambuqh along the great River for some Hurons to attack(in theiy
travelling up and down the seame river® He wag perfectly aware of
the insecure condition of the route by which they were to go for
the'glory of God and of His religion. The harangue he delivered to
hig people just before leaving, reflected hie aprrehension, and so

wag like the breath of his soul entirely renlete with the thought 6f

God, like one_on the. Ahreshold of eternity, with &n  eye cast over ite inf~
inlte expanse...

Here are ineluded some quotations of his address, that the reader
may see how an Indian coming out directly from the deepedst barbajﬁﬁﬁﬁj
can.tell things without aid of any bhook, since he had never had one
It runs thus;

in hie hends,
"My Brethren, know ye this: how it mey very posgsibly happen
that we shall never meet again on earth. That is why I wish to
talk to you as I would if I were truly at the point of death, in
the most sincere sentiments of my heart;ﬁ
¢« In any misfortune which might happen tdme, let us always remem-
ber that we are Christiasns, that the object of our hope ig in heaven

that the earth holde nothing capable to satisfy a soul entirely

given to God.

Eternity shall offer us all arguments to convince us of that

truth and all opportunities to enjoy it at leisure. It is enough

now that our faith teaches us to believe, while even the sentimente
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which God produces in our soul should be sufficient to establigh
that belief in us."

The Journ%%igas accomplished in thirty-five daye, covering a
stretc% close to 900 milee, they arrived safely at Quebec, without
catastrophe ofl the way except the hardshioe incidental to roads and
some unimportant wreckages with loss of some baggage cauced by cur-
rente and jutting stones.

Forty times they had to take to land for portages, hence the
fatigue of the Journey.

Fifteen days had been spent at Quebec to rest»their tired
bodies during which the whole party gave great edification to the
Quebec population, taking part there in all exercieses of religion
and approaching the sacraments with great devotion and fervour;
*mg, yhile everyone looked after his own particular trading, ex-
changing with the FRENCH his 1ittle stock of furs and eking from
the wild animale which he had slain jpn thée  forests ©Ff their coanpry.

Father Jogues discussed with the Superior of Quebec and the

/; questions relating to the interest of the Huron

civil authorit
Miggions in fulfillment of the mandate received from his immediate
superior at the Hurone, ‘8nd-for which he heéd been.sént dow to Quebec =
Pifteen days after their arrival at Quebec they were already

on their way back and were found at Three Rivers on July 3lst.

90 miles above Quebec. On the following day, the first dfﬁAﬁgust,

they resumed their way. They paddled cheerfully all day long, but

on the following day was that of their unfortunate encounter.

On the shore along which the little caravan was cano®ing quietly.
”Hﬁ%ﬁﬁ;footprints #¢f4 freshly printed on the sand awalken ﬁﬁeirQattention.

The observation was not such as ap; tb quiet the travelers'spirite

Wene Top JLAUAL~
RO - - L8 ce la-insecurity... stopping and examining more

closely the marke,was what these Hurome did in the present Juneture; but

al ready S48 L@
although perplex and suspicious as they were stillﬂtﬁyﬁ. they decidéd
upon continuing their way--taking for granted that they were tracks of
Algonquing." In any case, if it happened to be the enemyysaid Ahatesistari,
"we wiil fight them.
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There is no appearance of their being more numerous than we are,
Tet us go," They had not been going for half an hour when the enemy
emerging precipitately from hheir hiding place, discharged a shower of
gunshots upon our Hurons. Astounded‘by the suddenness of the onglaught -
they were put beside themselves... A good half of the party took to
flight, the others, being too weax to sugtain the shock suecegsfully,
were conquered and made war prisoners to the number of twenty, including

our hero Jogeph Teondechorren, &nd the chief,Ahateistari.

But the most conspicious among this group of captives, was of
course the gaintly PFather Jogues...He was the first to be seized, as
he was also the most prized vietim in the sipght of the assailantg.
God willed him among those. most unfortunate companions of hig, to be on
to them an angel of consolation and of fortitude in their gloomy fate.
Charity pressed him to neglect all available chancesg to escagz%}pur-
Wty
posely to follow, as Paetor hie beloved sheep; and still more, 8’ capti-
oY 20 Mads T MBE
ve among captiveg, thae by being parta&er of the game fate, ket he might
better help them e
— =zl one4tord, up to the end of their earthly trials and guffringg.
Thus into the hands of their so mueh dreaded enemieg did these
victime of a most desparairing destiny begin their martyr-like Journey

to the Iroquois country, where a dire captivity was awaiting them, and

presumably & death by being roasted at the stake.

En about midL une 1643, one year after the capture of Joques and
one half of hie party, two Hurons made their appearance in Three Rivers
at night fall. One of them wag our Joseph escaping from an Iroquoisg
war-party whom he had been made to accompany, now entrenched in a fort
built four years ago, twelve miles above THree Rivers.

Father Jean de Bréboeuf, ‘now a Saint) who happened to be at
Three Rivergs at the time, was the first to meet the two fugitives, No
newe so far had reached New France from the ill-fated Father Jogues and
of his worthy companiong in the Iroguoig country.

What Jogeph narrated to Father de Bréboeuf of the gufferingsiof
Jogues' in hig captivity has no place in this narration. The whole gtory

of his sufferinge can be read in the Martyrﬁaown life-story. We are con-

cerned here in part with what our hero told of himself.
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"I prayed almost continually with Father Jogues. My fingers were
gerving me ag pragyer-beads in saying the Rosary-- I made my exami-
nation of conseience every day. 1 confessed to Pather Jogues as
we do to priests among Christians.

I wag entertaining myself with God continually. I talked to
God in my heart ag¢ if He had been present to my eyes. Itknow well
that God caved my life, for I wag given first to a certain family
who had nothing to give in payment for my redemption.... Happily
I was given to some other people who had the means and the incli-
nation to give what was necessary for my ransom, otherwise I would

have been put to death at the stakel.——

- & eecont “4ranatic escape of our Heroo-

s A e S L 2 . v % {27 e

Early in August in 1643 & poor Huron Indien was brought by
some travellers arriving from Quebec. THEY had to take him care-
fully in their arms from their canoe to some near cabin, probably
the Migeionary's.
He had bled to exhaustion with a wound _the-result:cof.s guwnshot tear.

ing ite

way right through hig Bhoulder.
~ This tells the second escape of our hewe Joseph from a second

attack by the Iroquois. He was on his way back to his own country

had
after leaving Three Rivers where he,found refuge after his firat escape

from the §§mégen€hbH"yg; "He had joined & party of Huron travellers Onm

souritry from-ufbec.. - Heré followe . -
an account of the ill-fate which fortune in ite severity had in
gtore for him and for those of same party during this journey.
There were about one hundred in &ll. They had travelled three
hundred miles already; a distance. which, according to their own
calculation, should have brought them far enough from the danger-
zone to be in gecurity againet all surpris: from the enemy. 1In

this supposed safety they arrived at a £alls described .by them
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4= " g that afterward beecame - known as lliagare: Fallg:.

In face of that unusually high and heavy curtain of Wateg the cara-
van had to take to land. The obligatory portage being organized, every
one with a load, according to capacity of each, started in procession,
with brealte in ite continuity more or less considerable.  The roadway
/masfnext to impracticable. There were émbarrassments at every stepa

LEpey were going by a narrow trail which led throughcan intact forest
which besgide ite giant trees was feeding & whole growfh of young bushes
that offered all chances for concealment.;;ﬁssJ, they could not see the
enemy lurkiﬁz\%éiég%egi%dﬁg%%%yogire not under any suspicion either.
Thue, the eruption of the enemy ceme upon them guddenly like a volcano,
and it wags all the more disagtrous for bging legs suspected. Many were
gtruck dead among the head gection of the march. PFear overtook those
following, who took to flight, abandoning every parcel of their leadse
for séfety'e gsake. The others were takéh piisoners. It is in this
terrible and disastrousﬁencountér that our hero Jeseph received the
wound that reduced him in the pitiful and helpless condition &g described
above.

The effect of the bullet ploughing through his shoulder haé been
aggravated‘by the fact that =fter being wounded he @WQ,baan left without
aseistance, abandoned by all other members of the party whom fright had
gscattered through the bush like wild flock at the sudden appearance of th
hunter.

For three days the wounded man was left along in his helpless condi=-
tion.....Then one could see him stretched on the stony groung with a woun
giving free passage to the blood which was slowly draining 1ife out of
his body--2 ginieter warning that the death-bird was soon to pounce upon

him with ites ravenous claws.

A trauly virtuoms soul showe it§ grandeur under the stroke of adver.

€1ty«. 50 with our Hero...By the strenght of his soul, Joseph Theondesho-

ren,.the former sorceren,safrom hig bloodwdrenched couch, raiging his
thought.| up to the heavenly reglong;=¢. ke brokeforth into a genuine
expression Of HiZ EDITUEERL FONGIMEIEE N~ —=—mc=c e m e s~ - ——————
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0 God, I continue to experi)ance thaté}hou art everywhere on earth.
- )

™/ Here on thege verg;rééks whereon I actually 1ie,abandonfed ef alliy X ‘feel

and‘gf?e?iaﬁge that.thou art my God--cince my heart is consoled by the thought

that' thou art in all places a witness of my sufferings... I ran away

from the hands of my enemiege that I might have the consolation to die
near the Black-Rghe who has fégenergtegfmetin % ord .and inutheufﬁfj‘l
very place of my baptism..., but, O my EBd. if\ﬂhou reservest me that
pleagure to be enjoyed in Heaven only, be Thou blesgsed forever....

"i would die as willingly on thig trail aégwould 40 in my own
country, gince in any place I might die,%Lt ie Thou alone who dis-
poseth of my lifeﬁ-fiiese words uttered in such micery stirred up

gympathy in the hearts of his companione, who,although pagan, came to him

PRS- -

7®¥m§ft§ygfgqgveyngwfrom their sudden fit of tgrro:lEﬁookucareﬂﬁf

of him, placed him in their canoe, and succeeded in having the
wounded man reach, after infinite! fatié;;é, ﬁhe>b1essed chore from
where he had pulled off the vear bebore. What a comfort it was for him

L %

to fall after such time of dire experience into gsecourable handg...

He felf like one reaching the port after béiﬁé rescued from
- ghipwreck as by miracle. He was exultant at the joy of being
restored to his native land, amid his own pecple, and in the vieinity
of the church of his baptism... The joy Thedndoshorren experienced
in his heart then was even reflected on his countenance... Acknowied-
ging the hand of God in all thoseagggggrs that he had received in the
midet of his adversities, his soél>burst forth into a strain of lyri-
cal expressione of gratitude..

"Trulyy he exclaimed before the Missionary, "The God whom you
preach...ig alone the 6hnipotenf, the only 6&é*k§e infinitly good,
He led me and protected me through infinite perils in life... If it
were hig good pleasure that my poor body should suffer so much; it

was to make me know and experience at the same time that there ig a

real pleasure to be found in worst adverdities on earth.. .
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and nothing is painful to him who believes and hopes in God." These

remarkable utterances expresg the very substance of the docetrine of

the Chmrch on sufferance. The Holy Ghost impressed that Doctrine so forec-

ibly in hie soul--no doubt strongly taught him by his saintly Pastor, . ¢
Father Jogues while in captivity with him amongst the Iroqueis, that, in
worst triale, acte of perfeet resignation and sobmission to the will of
God proceeded from his soul spontaneous ag if gprung from & naturel princ-
ipde of gotlew..s : :
What he gaid to the pagan Hurons who recoiled from becoming Christians

for fear of d11-<luck g§ for distrust of God's providing care of us,
ig indicative of the active presence of the epirit of God in him ag
found in real gaints. -“ﬁy Brothers", he sgaid, "with an inspired
agccent), "You rejoice at seeing me, your fellow countrymen, delivered
from the worst of captivities... §nd myself, I do not esteem that

I am entirely free as long as I am\in thie world where gin can make
me more captive gtill than I was among the Iroquois?

"But I apprehend that many of you laugh at me and make fun of
me in your minde, taken for granted, that I am a fool to fear a thing
which I have never geen, as the fire of Hell, more then the flames and
all the torments I have endured while among the Iroquois.”

"I even heard that many received the news of my captivity with
gsatiefaction, throwing the blame on God, Whom I adore, holding Him
&g lacking in power to gave and protect those who believed in him,
and therefore I wag not to be pitied in the misfortune which befell
me, since my misery would serve to restrain others from following my
example and from becoming Christians to serve & Master Who, in all
likehood, would have not the power nor the will to render them fore-
ver happy, gince He does not begin now on earth to make ue experien-
ce the effect of His loving protection.”

"My dear Friends" he continued, "I do not know the design of God
in my regard, while in the worst of my miseries, I was hegitant about
what T should ask ©f GodL __whether 1ife or death, thinking myself a
child knowing not my own good, confident that He would not be wanting

of love for me, so long as I will not be wanting of confidence in

Him.
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"Dear Friends, here I am among you after God had released me
contrary to all foresight. I do not know yet, whether it is or not becé

because of you--ae it may esily be, that He saved me--i,ew-yon account of

your blasphemies which He hag go much in horror. 1 am inclined to think

your evil thoughte againet me and so He wanted to justify Himself in
my person that it might be manifest to you that He is by no means a
Father who abandone his children nor shall He be ever ladking of
power and love in behalf of those who belong to Him. Those here,
who were congratulating themselves over my captivity must now feel
discomfited in their heart's and confusion must redden their faces,
Let them condemn their own wisdom and judgement, seeing that God has
drawn His own justification and glory from my woes of which you heave
taken adventage to blame Him. I do not really know to what manner of
death He hag destined me, but at any rate ; whatsoever be the misfoutune

that might

befall me, stop making God responsible for it; it is enough that BHe
confounded you once and for all during your life. Your impiety is
not a reason why He should keep working miracles all the time.

"If you do not want to recognize Hig power and goodness, it will
be on the day of judgement thaet he will Juetify Himself against you
forever. Then, those who ghall have blasphemed most againgt Him over
evile which befall the juet on earth, and would not take the Faith
for fear that it might be a cause of evil for them, or becauce of its
inability to deliver them in time of calamity, these shall be con-
founded when they will see the eternal reward Hecowas preparing for

us at the very time He appeared to abandon us".

/
/

JOSEPH TEONDESHERREN'S DEATH.

Ten yearg after hie convercion the good Joseph was found on
the "Isle of Orleans" with a group of Huron refugees who had escaped
from the generel mageacre of their nation, During those years he
had susteined many a hard blow from an adverse fortune, It seemed
ag if an evil dectiny had set iteelf on hie heels, and if his doom

had been that he ghould finish hie life by a fataljty-—this,doub%lessjhn
~ wag
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to happen when in the reckoning %£,50d .ourthero'q accomplishments
in Christian virtue®and heavenly merits would be such as to make
him & ripe fruit to be picked for Heaven.

S0 it wags, that on June the 20th, 1661, & boat left the shore
of the Isle of Orleans en & trip to Tadoussac, It was occupied by
gix men and three children of the Huron Mission, carrying & small
cargo of corn-flour.

Their purpose wags to meet at Tadoussac the Algonquing who
journeyed thither by the Saguenay River, in a great number, every sum-
mer, with cance-loads of fur and ckins for trading purposes with the
French. Our Hurone wanted also to trade their flour with the Al-
gonquinsg for ite value in skins, a supply of which they wanted to
bring home for domestic and personsl uce,

09? travelers were already in gight of Tadoussac when a formi-
dablelgfo}m overtook them while gtill far from shore: their power
of resdstance was unequal to the violence of the raging wind, and the
Wavi@ﬁgﬁﬁ?ed ths& with such fury thet they were thrown out of their
craft and. pré”i‘ffﬁf?ﬂ 1nto the abyce beneath wherein they remained
buried for ever. Joseph was one of the oecupants, and one of the three
children was a gon of hig: both father and son involved in the same
tragedy went together to Heaven from their watery grave.. .o

It was a great locse for the Huron Mission, and & great mourning
wag heard throughout the whole island; for the lost ones were all of
the best chrigtians in the community. But in heaven there was rather
rejoiecing at seeing these good Hurons bearing scars hardly cicatrised
from persecuting wars which had berieved them of their beloved country
only three years back... Our good Joseph waec not the least among the
gainte of this group. He must have found a place near Father Jogues
fMow a Saint) as a worthy companion of hie dire captivity, with whom
he sufferedubeatings, cuts and burns?fgnd with whom he prayed so muoh,
end from whom he received congolation and support, amd and with the

absolution keeping)
help of whom he was by’ Qgﬁentéi3 his ooneclence/;ﬂ perfect state of
‘grace. Joceph Teondeshorren, because of hie sgo eminent - virtues in
the canoni=e6

1ife, deserves, in our estimation, a place, if not amoﬁ“ﬁsalnt s e

1ea°tfnext to them in Beaven.
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It remains now to give some testimony of hig achievements in vir-

tue from hig gpiritual director himself, FPather Chaumonot, who was fhe
<12_££§ Ile D'Orlean,

great apostle of the Hurong at the time of hig death, and, as he

wrote, had the consolation to converse with him ustil the moment he

cset out for the ill-fated trip.

The following are few quotations from a letter he wrote to
Father Jerome Lalement, once a'missionary among the Hurons and who
had known him there, but at the time wee in France.

"Firet of all" wrote Father Chaumcnot, "I shall say that he
(Joseph, our Hero) had never fallen inot notable fault since his
Baptism. It is so much more remarkable that he was strongly inclined
to lust, to gambling and to superstition before his baptism. éince
he became a Christian he never in the leagt degree, revsrted to these
three vieeg, in spite ef all attempts made my the pagans to deter him
from his good resolutions. While he wasz & widower the devil under
a female form undertook to vanquish him on the battle-field of the
flech against chastity, by pursuing him with her importunities and
boldness, but the more astutely that satamic creature plotted to
entrap him the more carefully he managed to avoid her. ‘Hie love
6f nrayer explains hise frequent and protracted ergsons and visite
to the church; his devotion to the Blegsed Virgin Mary was most
genuine in ite character. He used often to say: "Oh! how much I love
the Prayer-Beads?! I never get tired of reciting the Rosary. She
granted me everything I asked by this Prayer.

"It ie the good Pather Joguee,” he gaid "who inspired me with
that devotion at the time we were both captives of the Iroquois.

Often we recited our beads strolling stealthily through the village,
between the cabins without attracting the attention of the Indians.”

"He attributed his deliverance from the Iroquois and the hea-
venly benedictions upon his femily, to that devotion.--When working in
the fields, i1f he happened to release himgelf from his work, it was to
turn to prayer. He had the laudable nractice of reciting some decades
of beads on the way to his field aﬁ?‘céc' to hie houce."--

"Many other things aec matters of edificstion could be quoted from

the same letter as to the merit of thisg 8000 ond sy Haron, but 1
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think that enough has been gaid to excite in us an sdmirstion adequa-~

te to hie merit, and stir up our will unto his imitation."”
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